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ANOUM fift Year ago as

one of the leading theaters
is the United states. the

bandin now known as the Foly
Theatar, gives little or no indi-
eatisa ot those bygone dqys when
Se meaat brilliant theatrical ar-
ta ot this country and Europe
appeared there in the leading pro.
netn of that period.
Only darkness bolds forth where

enee John MOCollough, Lilly
Langtry. the elder Southern and
Mrs. Gilbert drew thunders of
apalause from the theater-lovoin
publie.
The Folly stands at the inter-

gmotica Ct Ninth and C strets and
LonAsiaa avenue. The theater
Is vacant now. Many of the
Windows are smashed, the doors
are sagging and the building is
badly in need of repair.
Rate durry across the dark-

med stage and the cupids that
Uthel Le Van. the artist, painted
m the selling smile down on the
rnpty seats that were once filled
With the elite of the city.
MAD MANY NAMES.
The Folly has had many names

and MAmy manag'ers. It has been
kobwn as Wall's Opera House,

~2rd'. Opera House, Harris' Bijou
Theater, Butler's Theater, the
MaJest=M Theater and back again
to the BijoU Theater. During the
last tea er. ffteem years it has
been the seme of many failures
and a great deal of money has
beam lost there by ambitious man-

Now a sign above, the entranoe
kfhesn the passing public it is
Se sea. The auadieas -tt
emos regunded to. thaudit
Of galant gentlemen fair
V00114. .is slent. The -'hts are
eat, the play is over and the cur-
tain's down.
The building was erected in

164 by Messrs. Haslup and
Weedon, who used it as a car-
riage factory. Mesers. Berry and
Mohun purchased it several years
later and used It as a combina-
tio0 warehouse and auctioneer
rooma. During the oivil war they
fitted it up as a variety theater
and ran it with indifferent suo.
aes Jer a oouple of years. Mr.
Wall bought Mr. Mohun's inter-
est in 1846 and shortly after the
theater was opened under the
name of Wal's Opera- House.
Thadeua Bartow became the

house manager fof Mr. Wall in
1868 and while under his man.ge.
memt some of the best known
stare Ot that period appeared
there. Among them can be men-
tioned Mpdame Marie Seebach,
the great opera singer: Mrs. Scot
Eiddons, Mrs. Fred W. Lander,
Jane Oates and Lizale Webber.

In 1371 the theater was leased
to J7. G. Saville. On the night-
of Deoeuaber 5. the same year. it
was partially destroyed by fire.
It was rebuilt at once and leased
to John Ford. who had formerly
eaduoted, Ford's Theater, on
bath street, where Lincoln was
assassinated. A glance over the
names of performners who ap-
peared there while it was under
Ford's control is the cue for the
eld-timer to lay down his paper
and let his eyes grow misty, as
he dreams of the shows he saw
at Fords when he was nothing
more than a kid.
DOWNING A FAVORITE.

Robert Downing, who used to
go swinmfaing with Washington
Tophami and the other youngsters
in Rock Creek, made a big hit
down at Ford's playing a prom-
inmnt part in the "White Slave;"
fBo Srmith Russell, appearing In
"Ndgewood Folka," was always
greeted with crowded houses.
Other favorites were Madame

Janauschet, in "Bleak Hfouse"
and "Mary Stuart," Genevieeve
Ward in "Forget Me Not;"
Charles Bishop in "The Widow
Bedott," Henry 0. Richmond In
"Our Candidate," the Kiralty
brother. in 'The Black Crook,"
Mr.. Charlotte Thompson, D. P.
Bowers. James C. McCollum, W.
l. Power, Robert 0. Wilson, W.
3. Lawrence. John E. Ward, Mr.
and Mrs. George S. Knight ..
Polk, Haverly and his rainstrels
and Dion Boucicault and his
Octoroons.

If you don't believe these were
4 the names of the famous artist.,

ask Dad, he knows. Get him to
talk of the days when he spruced

OF AME
F FOLLY
3E MECCA
NOW DARK,
DEUR GONE
Triumphs Dating ack
tecaled by Faded Pro-
leater, Which Has Had
Many Managers-Bur-
During Later Years.
J. SHREVE.
to .e. some of these prformers
down to Ford's Opera House. Me
wil tell you that he only pam
fifty eugs a. throw for the best
seats Is the house. Grandfther
and gandmother used to travel
down to see their favorites asim.
They knew and loved the peopie
who bore these names for the
great artists they were and they,
are not too old to remember them
still.

If you are one of the present
day theater-goers who dig in their
jeans and pay three dollars for a
"at to see some 1puslcal comedy,
you'll be surprised to learn that the
following actors and actresses
played at Ford's at prices ranging
from twenty-five cents to one dol.
lar:
SOME OF THE STARS.
George Frothlngham, H. C.

Barnabee, who appeared with the
"Bostonians.," then known ab the
Boston Ideal Opera Company;
James A. Herne, In *'Hearts of
Oak"; Chauncy Olcott, Agnes
Booth. Mrs. German, Annie Rus-
sell, Frederick Wards, Madame
Rhea, Edwin Arden, Minnie Mad.
dern Fiske, Forest Robinson,
George Primrose, George Thatcher.
Louise Davenport, Minnie Palmer.
Billy Rice, Gus William. Billy
Emerson. Nellie Mortimer and
Bill Kernands.

Is it any wonder that Ford's
was crowded Sightly when you
consider that such performses
were appearing there at such rea-
onable prices? The Madison
Square Theater Company was a
great borite at Fordes. A asne
at a WON of a bygone ds
eWas* d .7w-.A oper-pan-
a emal part with Phat campag.
Others with him in the cast et
"Hazel Kirke" were C. W. Could-
lock, Mrs. E.UL. Davenport, Miss
Georgie- Cayvan, Miss- Ada Gill-
man. Celele Rusk, J. C. Graham,
W. H. Cahill and William Comp-
ton.
Another program, dimmed with

age, tells us that Fay Templtton
has smiled from behind the foot.
lights at Ford's. It has not been
so long ago since we were cheer-
ing her down at the National
Theater. It seems only yesterday
when we saw and applauded
William Gillette and E. M. Hol-
land at the same theater. Years
ago they hold the rapt attention
of Ford's patrons, Charles Wynd-
ham who latter on In life was
knighted by the King of Eng-
land, appeared at Ford's Theater
and he was not the star of the
production he appeared with.
HELEN WESTON DIED HEM
Other programs show us the

names of Eva Mills. Alice and
Louis Harrison, Carneroese's Min-
strels, Ros, the Italian tragedian,
Carrie Swain, Edward Thorne,
Mrs. Jeffery Lewis, William
Courtright, L4w Blmmonds,
Hughey Dougherty, Barry and
Fay, Neil Burgess, Margaret
Mather, the Hanlon Brothers,
Agnes Herndon, George Adams,
who appeared under the personal
direction of Adam Forepaugh, of
circus fame, Mr. B. Maccauley,
Harry Buckingham. Barm Devere,
Frank Cushman, Rice and Welch,
Tom Badler, W. 0. Lelioyne,
Walter Lenno:, John Burnett,
Charles Wheatley, Clinton Stuart
Rosa Rand, James Galloway, Miss
Sidney Covell, W. 0. Ferguson,F. E. Bond, and Louise Dillion.
Helen Watson died at the old

Kirkwood Ifouse, which stead
where the Raleigh Hotel Is today,
during the week she was booked
to appear at Ford's in "Jack
Sheppard."
There were many others whose

memory Is still treasured by some
of the older Washingtonians. Mr.
Ford prospered and for a number
of years his theater was the
mecca for the public from the
President of the United States
down to the youngest who took
his best- girl and a bag of peanuts
up to seats In the balcony. A
good show with an excellent comn-
pany presenting it, could always
be counted on.
Over on the southwest corner of

Ninth street and Pennsylvania
avenue was Fletcher's theatrical
hotel, and when the curtain went
down 1on the last act at Ford's
Fletcher's became part of the
Great White Way of Washington.
Group. of famous actors used to
gather there on the curb and die-
cass their profession and tell
,mighw bt= lieat esoh oth.. .-
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Barlesque and Variety
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Has Had a Long am
Different Names a
Managers-May PR
Debut There Not So I

184 a y4 tie theatw SC
las PHarris. The ggn
that had hem up so. many years
Gae down, and In its place went
up on bearing the name ot Tb
Dijou Theater. The theater wa
opened with a matinee perform-
ance ba February 15 at the same
year. The first. production ap-
pearing there under the ne uman-
agefmt was DiO Boueoalme
"The Ihaughmran."
The policy et the house Was

changed, and It was evident ton
the start that *the management
was going to pin its faith to the
ged am "bled and thunder"
drama. Intead ot the great ar
who formerly held sway there, the
patrons were now Introduced to
the villain with a heavy mus-
tache and the handsome here
who got it In the neck until the
last act
WELTM OF canm
A half dosen stage murders

were committed nightly behind
the footlights at the BIjoo. Mort-
ges wore foreclosed old folks

were driven f R bome, and the
young women wearing dark cloaks
ever their heads were always
struggling through blinding snow-
storms. 10e price at peanuts
went up. and those folks who
wanted action in the play. they
went to see, were delighted 'with
the ebaracter et the peeloe
appearing there.
The very names of the Oans

gave premise that there wa some
thing doing. Here are a tow at
them: "Alone In London." "The
Streets of New York." "In Dark-
ast Rusa'i' 'TheGalleylave"
"Aeross the Pacific," "The Stil
Alarm." "The Past Mai," "The'
Ights' at Zanes." "AMt Iynne."
"Lightning Lou." "The World
"Against Her," Peter Jackson In
"Uncle Tom's Cabin." "Tem. the
Newsboy." "Adrift in New York."
and "The White Slave." Some at
the pertermse appearing in them
in1luded I. I. Woods, strein
Bindlay, Charles T. Ellis, Mattie
Vickers, and Ads Gray.
ENTER THE MELODRAMA.
In 1332 L. Brittan and T. F.

Dean became associated with Mr.
Harris in the masagemet of the
theater. The melodramatic policy
was continued, and the boys and
girls munched their peanuts and
hung around the stage door after
the performance to me the great
enes Como out just as you used
to do ,down at the od Academy
of Music en D street.
We next find a Mr. Butler man-

aging the doetinlg at the theater.
Butler we noted for his senial
smni and a huge diamond. he
wore in his tie. Under hg a&-

tre. the Dijou entinued to do
good businese with the same
clas of attractions.

Willie and Eddie ~iwler drifted
aing about this ime and beamed
en the patrons reen the ben ef-
gice window. Wilie is still beam-
ing dowa at the Natienal and Ed-
die wae wefl.known at the Columbia
bebre that theater became a mov-
lag picture house.
In the courso at time Mr. But-

ler took his departure and as the
years flew by ether ---ager
came and went. Thes ese day
John Grieves dropped Into teen,
looked ever the fiel and thought
It god Be'taterested Mr. Arthur
Jehasom, Jerry Ritter and amrIes
N. Harris in his plains es sees
after the. Bijon opened up with a

burleseue stock company that sees
bed the maale theateragoese of the
dit o-esa their ets twa and
three weeks ia advanee.
The company grew funeus in

six moenths, Prices were raise
again and again and still the
orewis packed the theater nightly.
Grieves believed In giving his
patrons the best and msany of the
performers who appeared In his
stock company are now playing
In the first class theaters of the
countrT.
LOTTE 1GLiSN RECALLND.
Aamoag the artists bookid for

his theater can be mentioned Joe
Howard, McIntyre and Heath. Em-

a (orus. Lottie Gibsn Den
Welch, Dart LosUe, Susie Born-
momr. Ida Mufle, James and Bon-
nie Thornton. the Great Lafayette,
Nina Collins. Flora Parker (now
Mrs. Carter De Haven). Pauline
Moran, Sam Aams. BDlly Watson,
Nat Winls, Barry Thompeon, An-
nie (orter. Frak Bush, Truly
hattuck. Bryan Harmn, Cori Am-

derson~, Clara and Minnie Higgins,
and Margip Hilton, Dot. Daven-
port, the Drown Sisters, and
Clarm Adams. Billy Madden wae
the stage manager.
Sam Kinsley, one of the famous

old timers, was boes of the box
office and he used to complain
that ho had tg stay up all night
coning the money that was
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window all day.
gsoess t uned the head of the

par$aesm. They began to question
whether u Wia not pIytig
too much meser fr the acts he
was booking. inally me wasa
rupture between thain and John
packed up his suit ae and aft
fr. New Terk. A now, manager
was b==makL The caracter et
the perermance bm to deterle.
rate and the crowis began to drift
away. This kept up for some tir.
until at last the ghost refused to
walk, the doors were closed and the
company asbanadd
A Mr. Wesfrth, who had been

Identified with Buftfls theautesis
for some time, thought he sW hb
opportunity to make a gre deal
of noey.. He leased the '.heatcr
and reebrtemed It the Majestie.
The MajeS&o opened ta a blave of
glory, with a pac'd %ouse. The
glory departed. however, an-I seen
empty seats were the rule Staset
of the perferasnes. Wegdorth
steed It as log as he could &ad
them he placed the business and
of a revolver In his meath and
pulled the triger.
INAUED BY d. L NAN.
'JWmes L. Earna., who rn -the
Iresum Theater, had lost a gre&t
deal of patronage while Gieves
was cenducting affairs at the "21ou.
After Wegetorth dropped out. Ker-
nan got In touch with the OWN"e
of the building and leased ft er a
number f years. N figaned it
would pay him to elle up the
house and kill off any future op.
positiem to his theater at Eleveih
street and Pennsylvania aau.
On 0e or two oosmes Grieves

drifted Into tow and tried to get
control of the house, but fUiled.
Then no=* one who did not lis
our old fiend, Ira lgotte, gt
him to go down there as msqaber
of the theater. Ira stdd ktas
long as he coud. but when eve
his crsition..baa- to .Vt,*e
took his dog and his oane and
went away bern there. It seemed
as If Mr. Esenan began to dedOp
a desire to ae the BUjo open amd
doing business along about tif
time. At any rate, it was hinted
that a sublesme would be easy to
obtain. Mr. Fox. a local business
nma, next opened the theater. In
looking around for a manager. he
met Jack Garrison and told Jaek
he was it. Jack took this seriously
and essumed the white mas bur-
den.
He got busy and opene tho this-

ter with a bright little stek dem-
pany, presenting up-todate bur-
lesque. The sbows were really
goad, but semehow or another the
crowds refused to esome. Mr. Fox
and Mr. Garenss held a long ea-
versation, and eo more the doers
of the theater were elesed to the
publis.
Previos athot bsaOteves

had come to town and UpeN three
different Ocoaien= epened up *e
Inolly with burlesque steck. .Os
each ocain the oom.nn had
lasted just one week. At last ovum
Grieves grew dhguated. He a-
dusted the ====bem= of his sek
comnpany to the edge ot the etty,
showed them the hestweag
reste baek to New Tork ad tek
a job as w=*te=== at t5e Ageb

Whem the Leesnm Theaterwa
burned down reoently, the mema-
bers of the Numaber 3 burtesses
whset found they needed a tem.
porary homse for thir read ae.
panlee. Once mere the Ughts en
the outside of the Fotty beamed
forth a welomie hut the osewdo
refused to comne in any reat
ausabers. Evn a bad statiood
in the lobby foiled to baw the
In. Garrisen was the manager
the theater en this occasion els
and rumor has It that he was .a
very happy young man when the
raaunnding of the I1o0m Theate
was oonmisted.
And so the Folly sonw dosed.

Perhaps It will opem again and
once more ring with the oheese
of a orowded house as somne foa
erite takes his bows and mnakes
his esit. It has had a long career
of ups and downs. oeese and
failures have been its portions.
Great actors and actresses have
trod Its boards and won the
hearts et their audiences with
the wonder et their art. Medi-
core perfornbere have appeared
there and been hissed off the
stage.
Now it stands vacant, a gloomy

rel ofetIts past greatness.
Who knows, but, what the ghosts
of those great ones of a bygone
day come back In the stllness
of the night to game on the ssnes
of their castaquestal


